
From: Aurelle Ross
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 2:40 PM
To: eric.curl@savannahagenda.com
Subject: Conceptual Plans for 916 MLK Jr. Blvd. Property

Hi Eric, 

I received your questions regarding 916 MLK Jr. Blvd and our Housing and Neighborhood Services 
director, Martin Fretty has provided a written statement that covers everything. Please see the 
statement below:

“TheÊCity’sÊhousingÊteamÊhasÊbeenÊlookingÊatÊa vacantÊCity-ownedÊlotÊthatÊmayÊbeÊutilizedÊtoÊdevelopÊ
housingÊforÊpersonsÊandÊfamiliesÊwithÊlowÊandÊmoderateÊincomes.ÊTheÊclusterÊofÊlotsÊwithÊstreetÊ
frontageÊatÊ916ÊMartinÊLutherÊKing,ÊJr.ÊBlvd,ÊisÊbeingÊconsideredÊforÊ16Êtwo-bedroomÊapartmentsÊwithÊ
supportiveÊservicesÊthatÊcouldÊbeÊbuiltÊtoÊhouseÊcouplesÊandÊsmallÊfamiliesÊwhoÊareÊexperiencingÊ
homelessnessÊorÊseekingÊtoÊavoidÊbecomingÊhomeless.Ê

TheÊfirstÊfloorÊofÊtheÊproposedÊbuildingÊfrontingÊMLKÊJr.ÊBlvd.ÊwouldÊofferÊservicesÊtoÊrentersÊandÊ
neighborhoodÊresidents,ÊincludingÊmeetingÊspace,ÊspaceÊforÊserviceÊproviders,Êlaundry,ÊandÊ
bathrooms.ÊItÊwouldÊbeÊprofessionallyÊstaffedÊandÊopen,ÊlikeÊmostÊleasingÊandÊresidentÊserviceÊroomsÊ
inÊapartmentÊcommunities.Ê

TheÊdevelopmentÊwillÊprovideÊhigh-qualityÊapartmentsÊwithÊsupportiveÊservicesÊatÊaffordableÊprices.Ê
ThisÊinitiativeÊisÊincreasinglyÊimportantÊinÊthisÊneighborhoodÊasÊrecentÊandÊongoingÊnearbyÊhousingÊ
developmentÊisÊnotÊaffordableÊtoÊpersonsÊwithÊlowÊorÊmoderateÊincomes.Ê

WhileÊwell-intentioned,ÊdesignÊstandardsÊforÊnewÊconstructionÊinÊthisÊneighborhoodÊareÊalsoÊ
contributingÊtoÊtheÊcostÊofÊnewÊconstructionÊandÊmakingÊitÊdifficultÊtoÊprovideÊhousingÊatÊaffordableÊ
prices.ÊSeekingÊreliefÊfromÊsomeÊdesignÊstandardsÊcanÊhelpÊlowerÊcostsÊwithoutÊsacrificingÊtheÊ
neighborhood’sÊqualityÊorÊarchitecturalÊcharacter.

DevelopmentÊplansÊforÊthisÊsiteÊareÊstillÊinÊtheÊpreliminaryÊandÊconceptualÊdesignÊstages.ÊTherefore,Ê
theÊCity’sÊhousingÊteamÊenlistedÊtheÊhelpÊofÊtheÊExecutiveÊDirectorsÊofÊtheÊCommunityÊHousing ServicesÊ
Agency,ÊInc.Ê(CHSA)ÊandÊtheÊChathamÊSavannahÊAuthorityÊforÊtheÊHomelessÊinÊtheÊdesignÊprocess.ÊInÊ
addition,ÊCHSAÊengagedÊtheÊservicesÊofÊanÊarchitectÊtoÊhelpÊdevelopÊconceptualÊdesigns.Ê

BeforeÊfinalizingÊdevelopmentÊplansÊforÊtheÊsite,ÊtheÊCity’sÊhousingÊteamÊwillÊconsiderÊtheÊproposedÊ
design,Êprogramming,Êcosts,Êfunding,ÊandÊfinancingÊrequired.ÊItÊwillÊalsoÊconsiderÊdevelopment,Ê
ownership,Êmanagement,ÊandÊserviceÊprovider/partnershipÊoptions.ÊBecauseÊtheÊCityÊownsÊtheÊland,Ê
theÊtransferÊforÊdevelopmentÊwillÊrequireÊCityÊCouncilÊapproval.ÊSo,Êtoo,ÊwillÊtheÊuseÊofÊCityÊfundsÊ
shouldÊtheyÊbeÊnecessary.ÊTheÊhousingÊteamÊexpectsÊtoÊfinalizeÊitsÊrecommendationsÊinÊtheÊfirstÊ
quarterÊofÊ2023.ÊThen,ÊwithÊhopes,ÊconstructionÊwillÊbeginÊinÊtheÊsecondÊquarterÊofÊ2023,ÊandÊ
occupancyÊstartingÊinÊ2024.

Recently,ÊtheÊarchitectÊsubmittedÊaÊproposalÊforÊdesignÊstandardÊreliefÊtoÊtheÊMPCÊwithÊtheÊ
expectationÊthatÊtheÊrequestÊwouldÊbeÊconsideredÊonÊNovemberÊ21.ÊInstead,ÊCHSAÊandÊtheÊCityÊhaveÊ



requestedÊthatÊMPCÊmoveÊconsiderationÊofÊtheÊrequestÊtoÊJanuary—givingÊmembersÊofÊtheÊCity’sÊ
housingÊteamÊtimeÊtoÊreviewÊfurtherÊandÊdiscussÊtheÊproposedÊconceptÊplansÊandÊreliefÊrequest.”

Best,

Aurelle’ Ross
Communication Specialist
Office of Marketing and Communications
aurelle.ross@savannahga.gov
Office: 912.525.2194
Mobile: 912.433.0719

From: <eric.curl@savannahagenda.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 8:30 AM
To: Nick Zoller <NZoller@Savannahga.Gov>; Keturah Greene <KGreene@Savannahga.Gov>
Subject: [Caution - External Email] 916 MLK homeless transitional center, apts

Good morning Nick and Keturah ,

I am working on a story about the plans the city recently submitted to construct a homeless transitional 
center, with apartments, at the former pharmacy site at 916 MLK, which will go before the Historic 
Preservation Commission next week.

Can you tell me if the city has funding for the construction of this center in place and how much it 
anticipates it will cost? 

Also, how long is construction expected to take? 

Lastly, how was Shay Architects hired to design the building? Was an RFP issued?

Thanks again,

Eric

Eric Curl
Publisher/Writer
Savannahagenda.com
Eric.curl@savannahagenda.com
(912) 398-4581


