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RESEARCH SUMMARY 
 
In an effort to better understand the history, evolution, and location of Savannah’s burial grounds for slaves and free 
persons of color, the following research was compiled from the archival collections preserved in the City of Savannah 
Municipal Archives and those available online from various repositories (in-person research was limited due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and organizational closures). It is our intention through this document to make these records more 
freely available to historians, researchers, students, and Savannah’s citizens for their use and interpretation. A brief 
historical summary is provided, followed by a fully cited historical timeline, and all supporting documents.  In addition, 
City staff have taken the historical maps located and overlaid them on a modern map to help provide visuals for where 
the burial ground in use from at least 1810 to 1844 was located near Whitefield Square. A review of ground penetrating 
radar (GPR) analysis conducted in Calhoun and Whitefield squares as part of a National Park Service archaeological 
study, is included as well. 
 
 

TERMINOLOGY  
 
It is acknowledged that some people may find the name “Negro Burial Ground” offensive or inappropriate. The decision 
to use this term throughout this document was based on the historical records located (see Supporting Documents for 
digital reproductions). This is the overwhelmingly predominant name used to describe the burial grounds for slaves and 
free persons of color. Other descriptive names used in the records include: “burial ground for persons [or people] of 
color”; “burial ground for slaves and free persons”; “Negro cemetery”; and “African cemetery” (only one instance of the 
word African was found). It is important to note that these burial grounds were intended for all persons of color, 
whether enslaved or free, and they were never intended as solely slave cemeteries.  
 
Savannah had different cemeteries for different groups of people. What we now call Colonial Park Cemetery was set 
aside for the majority of Savannah’s white population. However, the Jewish population also had separate cemeteries 
(the original near the intersection of Bull Street and Oglethorpe Avenue). When Colonial Park Cemetery became full, a 
new cemetery was laid out called “Strangers Burial Ground” for those not from Savannah or without family already 
buried in Colonial Park. This cemetery was also referred to later as “Potter’s Field” and was intended as a white 
cemetery to supplement Colonial Park. The “Negro Burial Ground” was Savannah’s Black cemetery. The different 
cemeteries separated Savannah by race, class, and religion, even in death. 
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BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY 
See the Historical Timeline and Supporting Documents sections for more detailed information, full citations, and original source documents. 

 

 
“Negro Burial Ground” identified in maps dating 1805, circa 1812, 1813, and 1818 (Whitefield Square 2021) 

Detail from “Historic Cemeteries” overlay, see Map Overlays for full overlay image. 
See Historical Documents for historical source maps. 

 
In 1763, the British colonial Georgia General Assembly passed an act directing a burial ground for “negroes” measuring 
200 feet square be laid out in the Town Common towards the five-acre garden lots. In 1789, the Savannah Board of 
Wardens adopted an ordinance authorizing the County Surveyor to measure and lay out the burial ground which the 
General Assembly had authorized in 1763, implying this had never been completed. Surveyor Claud Thompson 
completed the survey laying out the 200-foot square burial ground in the Town Common near the garden lots according 
to Savannah’s 1770 Town Plan. Apparently Savannahians continued to bury their dead in other areas of the Town 
Common, outside of this 200 by 200 foot square, since in 1810 City Council passed another ordinance designating a 
space in the South Town Common measuring 330 feet by 364 feet as a “burial ground for people of colour” and repealed 
the 1789 ordinance. They allotted the new space of ground based on the area that included the greatest number of 
graves in one spot in the Town Common at that time. In 1813, City Council increased this burial ground to 300 feet by 
650 feet and paid $20.00 to enclose it. Maps from 1805, circa 1812, and 1813 all show the “Negro Burial Ground” in the 
vicinity of Whitefield Square near the Fair Lawn property and the five-acre garden lots (see Supporting Documents for 
historical maps). The existence of an 1805 map, which was based on an 1802 survey by John McKinnon, identifying the 
“Negro Burial Ground” in the same general vicinity of the area designated in 1810 as the “Negro Burial Ground” 
indicates this area had long been in use as a burial ground. 
 

Calhoun 
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Whitefield 
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“Negro Burial Ground,” 1813 

“Negro Burial 

Ground,” circa 1812 

“Negro Burial 

Ground,” 1805 

“Negro Burial 

Ground,” 1818 
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“Strangers Burial Ground,” outlined in red, labeled as the “New Cemetery” 

from “This Plan of the City of Savannah from actual survey is respectfully inscribed to the Honorable the Mayor, 
the Aldermen and Citizens by their most Obt. Servants McKinnon & Wright,” 1820. 

Record Series 3121-007, Engineering Department – General Maps, Item XA-29. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 

 
In 1819, City Council passed an ordinance appropriating 455 feet by 240 feet for the “Strangers Burial Ground” (also 
referred to as the “New Cemetery” and later often called “Potter’s Field”). The “Strangers Burial Ground” was located 
565 yards south of the old cemetery (Colonial Park Cemetery) and was designated for the interment of all strangers or 
persons who died in Savannah without relations buried in the old cemetery. “Strangers Burial Ground” was intended to 
alleviate overcrowding in the white cemetery and was not open to the interment of slaves or persons of color.  
 
In 1844, City Council authorized the City Surveyor to lay out two new cemeteries south of the Hospital (which was 
located between Drayton and Abercorn streets, east of present day Forsyth Park) to replace the “Strangers Burial 
Ground” and the “Negro Burial Ground” which were both overcrowded. To date, a survey of these two cemeteries has 
not been located. In 1849, the Committee on Health and Cemetery was directed to take any measures deemed 
appropriate in regard to the “abandoned Potter’s field and Negro Cemetery” (presumably the “Negro Burial Ground” 
located near Whitefield Square and the “Strangers Burial Ground” located adjacent to Calhoun Square were replaced by 
the new cemeteries south of the hospital). In 1850, the Committee was empowered to remove the vaults from the “old 
Negro Cemetery, or construct new ones for the deposite [sic] of the remains of those now in Vaults in the new 
cemetery,” indicating remains were being shifted from the “Negro Burial Ground” near Whitefield Square to the one 
south of the hospital.  
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In November 1850, the Springfield Committee recommended to City Council setting aside seventy-five (75) acres of the 
Springfield Plantation for a new public cemetery, including a portion for Strangers and a section for a new “Negro 
Cemetery.” In 1852, City Council authorized the Health and Cemetery Committee to select a site for a new “negro 
cemetery” and on June 3, 1852 City Council passed an ordinance dedicating fifteen (15) acres in the southwestern 
portion of the new public cemetery “for the interment of the remains of deceased persons of color.” In February 1855, 
City Council authorized the City Marshal to have the vaults from the “old Negro Cemetery South of the hospital” 
removed at the expense of the City to the new cemetery, and between March and April 1855, the City Marshal oversaw 
the removal of remains from the “Negro Burial Ground” and the “Strangers Burial Ground” to Laurel Grove Cemetery.  
During the year, the City spent $722.75 on the relocation of remains from the “Negro Burial Ground,” however it is 
unclear how much was spent on the “Negro Burial Ground” near Whitefield Square and the “Negro Burial Ground” south 
of the hospital as part of this transition to Laurel Grove Cemetery. 
 
 

Snapshot of the “Negro Burial Grounds” in Savannah 

 
• 1789-1810 – 200-foot square burial ground in Town Common near five-acre lots 

• 1810-1844 – 330 feet x 364 feet/300 feet x 650 feet in South Town Common (near Whitefield Square) 

• 1844-1852 – In Town Common south of the Hospital 

• 1852-1855 – Transition to Laurel Grove Cemetery (relocation of vaults and remains)  

Town Common 
near 5 acre Lots
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Near Whitefield 
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Town Common 
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1844-1852
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1852-1855
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HISTORICAL TIMELINE 
 
1763 April 7: The British colonial Georgia General Assembly government passed an act directing “That there be laid out, 
and inclosed [sic] in a line with the said cemetery [Colonial Park Cemetery], adjoining the lines of the common, towards 
the five acre lots, a place of two hundred feet square for the convenience of a burial ground for negroes.” [Source: 
Watkins, Robert and George Watkins, A digest of the laws of the state of Georgia From its first establishment as a British 
province down to the year 1798, inclusive, and the principal acts of 1799 (Philadelphia: R. Aitken, 1800), page 85. 
Available online at: https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/ga_code/11; “An Ordinance for enlarging the Cemetery or 
Public Burial Ground” (29 July 1789). Record Series 5600PC-34, Park and Tree Commission Records – Ordinances, Item 1. 
City of Savannah Municipal Archives.] 
 
1789 July 29: The Savannah Board of Wardens* adopted an ordinance authorizing the County Surveyor to measure and 
lay out 200-foot square for the burial ground authorized in the 1763 General Assembly act. Surveyor Claud Thompson 
completed this survey, laying out a 200-foot square in the Town Common based on the Town Plan as corrected in 1770. 
[Source: “An Ordinance for enlarging the Cemetery or Public Burial Ground” (29 July 1789). Record Series 5600PC-34, 
Park and Tree Commission Records – Ordinances, Item 1. City of Savannah Municipal Archives; Rules and Regulations for 
the government of the Church Wardens & Vestrymen of the Episcopal Church, in Savannah, called Christ Church…. 
Published by Order of the Vestry (Savannah: George N. Nichols, Printer, 1857), page 13. Available online through Hathi 
Trust at: https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100647691/Home.] 
 
*An act of the Georgia General Assembly in February 1787 chartered the Town of Savannah and created a new local government called the Board of 

Wardens, Savannah’s first municipal government after the establishment of the State of Georgia and County of Chatham. The Board of Wardens 

was led by a Board President. The Board of Wardens led Savannah’s local government until an act of the State Legislature passed on December 23, 

1789 incorporated the City of Savannah and created the positions of Mayor and Aldermen. 

 
1810 September 3: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance appropriating a space in the south Town Common 
measuring 330 feet by 364 feet as a “burial ground for people of colour” and made it unlawful to bury the dead on any 
other part of the City Common under penalty of ten dollar for every body buried, with the informer entitled to one half 
of the amount of the penalty and the other half to be held for the purpose of enclosing the said burial ground and 
keeping it in repair. The 1810 ordinance also repealed the 1789 ordinance which had laid out an area 200 feet square to 
be used as “a burial ground for Negroes” since the practice of burying remains in other areas of the City Common had 
persisted. By the new 1810 ordinance, City Council allotted a certain space of ground that included the greater number 
of graves at present in the Common. [Source: “An Ordinance,” The Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (11 
September 1810), page 2, column 1.] 
 
1813 June 28: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance amending the ordinance of September 3, 1810 to increase the 
dimensions of the “burial ground for persons of color” to three hundred (300) feet in width and six hundred and fifty 
(650) feet in length. The ordinance also directed for the space to be posted and railed in. [Source: “An Ordinance,” The 
Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (3 July 1813), page 3, column 4.] 
 
1813 July 12: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance related to the regulation of the “Burial Ground of persons of 
color” directing James Watts, the sexton, to inspect each grave prior to interments. [Source: “Notice,” The Republican 
and Savannah Evening Ledger (21 August 1813), page 1, column 4.] 
 
1813 August 31: The Savannah City Treasurer’s Report was published in the local newspaper and documented that the 
City of Savannah paid $20.00 for posts to enclose the “Negro Burying Ground.” [Source: The Republican and Savannah 
Evening Ledger (31 August 1813), page 2, column 2.] 
 
  

https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/ga_code/11
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100647691/Home
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1818 August 24: Savannah City Council passed “An Ordinance, for the better regulation of the Sextons Bill of Mortality, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” which included that it was the duty of the sexton to superintend and keep 
in charge the “negro burying ground of this city.” [Source: “An Ordinance,” Savannah Republican (22 September 1818), 
page 4, column 2.] 
 
1819 August 23: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance appropriating ground for a new cemetery for the interment 
of strangers. The ordinance identified “that portion of ground containing four hundred and fifty five [455] feet in length 
and two hundred and forty [240] feet in breadth, lying and being five hundred and sixty five [565] yards south of the 
present burial ground [now known as Colonial Park Cemetery], and designated in the plan hereto annexed, is hereby set 
apart and expressly appropriated for the interment of all strangers or persons who should happen to die within the city 
aforesaid and who shall not have any relations buried in the present cemetery.” The “Strangers Burial Ground” (also 
known later as “Potter’s Field”) was for designated for white people and was intended to alleviate the overcrowding of 
Colonial Park Cemetery. [Source: “An Ordinance,” Savannah Daily Republican (August 31, 1819), page 3, column 3.] 
 
1820: The official City map authorized and adopted by Savannah City Council in 1820 indicated the “New Cemetery” 
approved by the ordinance of 1819 on the eastern side of Abercorn Street. The map also indicated the future layout of 
the wards in the Town Common. [Source: “This Plan of the City of Savannah from actual survey is respectfully inscribed 
to the Honorable the Mayor, the Aldermen and Citizens by their most Obt. Servants McKinnon & Wright,” 1820. Record 
Series 3121-007, Engineering Department – General Maps, Item XA-29. City of Savannah Municipal Archives.] 
 
1823 March 19: A Select Committee of citizens appointed on March 10th presented their report to the City related to the 
relief of disabled and diseased poor of the city. The report referred to a published report made on November 28, 1822 
which outlined estimates and provided an update on those estimates including a “Reduction on estimate negro Burial 
Ground 442.00.” [Source: “City Meeting,” Savannah Georgian (22 March 1823), page 1, column 2.] 
 
1823 April 1: Savannah Clerk of Council M. Myers advertised for proposals to repair the fences around the new burial 
ground (“Strangers Burial Ground”) and the “Negro Burial Ground.” [Source: “Notice,” Savannah Daily Republican (1 
April 1823), page 2, column 5.] 
 
1828 May 8: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance authorizing the Health Cemetery Committee to call out male 
“free persons of color” to work on the “Negro Cemetery.” City Marshal F. M. Stone published notices in the Savannah 
Republican throughout the latter half of May 1828 notifying all male “persons of color” between the ages of 16 and 60 
to appear at the “Negro Burial Ground” on the first and second day of June at 6 o’clock for the purpose of repairing the 
fence around the cemetery. [Source: The Georgian (9 May 1828), page 2, column 1; “Notice,” Savannah Republican (17 
May 1828), page 3, column 1; “Notice,” Savannah Republican (23 May 1828), page 1, column 6.] 
 
1832 August 22: Savannah City Council resolved to furnish the materials necessary to repair the fence around the 
“Negro Cemetery” and authorized the City Marshal to order the “free colored” males to execute the work. [Source: “In 
Council, 22d August 1832,” Daily Savannah Republican (25 August 1832), page 2, column 3; The Georgian (25 August 
1832), page 2, column 1.] 
 
1838 October 25: Savannah City Council resolved to authorize the City Marshal, under the direction of the Cemetery 
Committee, to repair the fence around the “Negro Burial Ground.” [Source: The Daily Georgian (27 October 1838), page 
2, column 3.] 
 
1840 December 17: Savannah City Council directed the Cemetery Committee to advertise for proposals to repair the 
“Negro Cemetery.” In early January 1841, Wm. H. Cuyler and M. H. McAllister with the Cemetery Committee advertised 
in the Daily Georgian for proposals for erecting a fence around the “Negro Cemetery.” [Source: The Weekly Georgian (2 
January 1841), page 1, column 6; The Daily Georgian (6 January 1841), page 1, column 7; The Daily Georgian (8 January 
1841), page 1, column 7.] 
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1840 July-1841 June: According to the Savannah City Treasurer’s annual financial report for the period July 1, 1840 
through June 30, 1841, the City paid for a new fence around the “African Cemetery.” [Source: “City Treasurer’s Office, 
Savannah, July 1st, 1841,” Savannah Daily Republican (15 July 1841), page 3, column 3.] 
 
1841 April 8: During a Savannah City Council meeting, a report of plats and surveys in the Clerk’s office was provided 
and included mention of a “map of Negro Cemetery.” [Source: Savannah Daily Republican (14 April 1841), page 2, 
column 3.] 
 
1844 February 8: Savannah City Council adopted a resolution offered by the Committee on Health and Cemetery who 
recommended the closing of the “Strangers Burial Ground” and the “Negro Cemetery” for two reasons: “First, that the 
ground cannot be broken without disturbing the remains of the dead”; and “Secondly, that the new cemetery 
[“Strangers Burial Ground”] encroaches upon private property.” City Council authorized the Chairman on Health and 
Cemetery to close the “Strangers Burial Ground” and the “Negro Cemetery” and enclose any ground belonging to the 
city “South of the Hospital for two other Cemeteries.” The resolution also authorized the City Surveyor to lay out the 
two new cemeteries to replace them. [Source: Savannah Daily Republican (12 February 1844), page 2, column 4.]  
 
1846 April 30: Savannah City Council appropriated a sum of $40.00 for the erection of a bridge across the canal east of 
the Hospital to extend Abercorn Street and provide a “more direct communication with the negro burial place.” [Source: 
“Proceedings of Council,” Savannah Daily Republican (4 May 1846), page 2, column 5.] 
 
1849 November 8: Savannah City Council passed a resolution instructing the Committee on Health and Cemetery to take 
measures they deemed appropriate and necessary regarding the “abandoned Potter’s field and Negro Cemetery.” 
[Source: “Proceedings of Council,” Savannah Daily Republican (10 November 1849), page 2, column 3.] 
 
1850 January 17: Savannah City Council adopted a resolution that the Committee on Health and Cemetery be 
empowered to appropriate additional ground adjoining the “cemetery for colored persons” if it could be acquired, and 
that they also be empowered to remove the vaults in the “old Negro Cemetery, or construct new ones for the deposite 
[sic] of the remains of those now in Vaults in the new cemetery.” [Source: “Proceedings of Council,” A Friend of the 
Family (19 January 19), page 2, column 4.] 
 
1850 November 26: The Springfield Committee, a committee of Aldermen and Citizens charged with enquiring into the 
proper mode of disposing of the Springfield Purchase, submitted their report to the Savannah City Council on their 
deliberations, including the question of a new cemetery which they considered with the assistance of the Health and 
Cemetery Committee. The Springfield Committee recommended that a new cemetery be established and set apart, 
containing about 75 acres. The Committee also recommended that families having dead buried in the old Cemetery 
(Colonial Park Cemetery) be allowed lots in the new Cemetery free of charge on the condition that they remove their 
dead, that a portion of the new Cemetery be reserved for Strangers and those not holding lots, and they were 
unanimous in their recommendation that the “old Cemetery should never be appropriated to any other purposes.” 
Regarding accommodations for a “Negro Burial Ground,” the report included the statement “The Committee add, by 
way of information, that a suitable site can also be reserved for a Negro Cemetery.” [Source: “Proceedings of Council,” A 
Friend of the Family (30 November 1850), page 2, column 7.] 
 
1851 March 13: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance laying out Calhoun Ward (with Calhoun Square), Troup Ward 
(with Troup Square), and Wesley Ward (with Whitfield Square*). [Source: Wilson, Edward G., A Digest of All the 
Ordinances of the City of Savannah… which were of force on the 1st January, 1858…. (Savannah: John M. Cooper & Co., 
1858), page 71.] 
 
*The ordinance as published in the 1858 City Code Book spells Whitefield as “Whitfield.” 
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1852 February 12: Savannah City Council authorized the Health and Cemetery Committee to select a site for a new 
“negro cemetery” and “have the same enclosed and placed in order for burial purposes.” [Source: Savannah Daily 
Republican (14 February 1852), page 2, column 5.] 
 
1852 April-May: The Committee of Council on Health and Cemetery advertised in the local newspaper for proposals for 
enclosing the five acres on Springfield Plantation “intended for the new Negro Cemetery, in a similar manner to the old 
grave yard south of the Hospital.” [Source: “Proposals,” Savannah Daily Republican (28 April 1852), page 2, column 7.] 
 
1852 June 3: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance dedicating a portion of Springfield Plantation as a Public 
Cemetery and provided for the sale of lots, as well as the protection, preservation, adornment and regulation of the 
Cemetery. Section 9 of the ordinance addressed “the duty of Council, also to provide a suitable place for the interment 
of deceased free persons of color and slaves,” and stated “That there shall be laid out in the South-western portion of 
the lands before set apart for the Cemetery fifteen acres of ground, which shall be used alone for the interment of the 
remains of deceased persons of color, under such regulation as Council may from time to time prescribe.” [Source: 
Henry, Charles S., A Digest of all the Ordinances of the City of Savannah which were of force on the 1st July 1854… 
(Savannah: Purse’s Print, 1854), page 45.] 
 
1853 January 27: Savannah City Council passed a resolution requiring the Mayor to issue a proclamation “closing the old 
cemetery for the purpose of interment after the first of July next.” On May 9, 1853, Mayor R. Wayne issued the 
proclamation stating “after the first day of July next, the old or Brick Cemetery will be closed for the purpose of 
interment.” [Source: Henry, Charles S., A Digest of all the Ordinances of the City of Savannah which were of force on the 
1st July 1854… (Savannah: Purse’s Print, 1854), page 50.] 
 
1853 April 7: Savannah City Council authorized the Committee on Health and Cemetery to repair the fence around the 
“old Negro Cemetery.” [Source: “Proceedings of Council,” Daily Morning News (9 April 1853), page 1, column 2.] 
 
1853 May 5: Savannah City Council directed the City Treasurer to pay the City Marshal $15.00, the balance due for work 
done at the “negro cemetery.” [Source: Daily Morning News (7 May 1853), page 1, column 2.] 
 
1853 June 6: Savannah City Council directed the City Treasurer to pay $15.00 for repairing the fence at the “new negro 
cemetery.” [Source: The Savannah Daily Georgian (9 June 1853), page 2, column 5.] 
 
1854 March 9: Savannah City Council passed an ordinance adding the City domain lying north of Gaston Street, south of 
Gordon Street, and east of Drayton Street to Calhoun Ward, this being the southern section of Calhoun Ward. [Source: 
Wilson, Edward G., A Digest of All the Ordinances of the City of Savannah… which were of force on the 1st January, 
1858…. (Savannah: John M. Cooper & Co., 1858), page 72; Historic Savannah: A Survey of Significant Buildings in the 
Historic Districts of Savannah, Georgia, 3rd Ed. (Savannah: Historic Savannah Foundation, 2005), page 212.] 
 
1855 February 22: Savannah City Council authorized the City Marshal to have the vaults in the “old negro Cemetery 
South of the hospital, together with their contents, removed at the expense of the city, to the new negro Cemetery; 
provided that the relatives or friends of the deceased persons in the vaults, select ground for that purpose.” [Source: 
Daily Morning News (23 February 1855), page 2, column 2.] 
 
1855 March 15: The Savannah City Treasurer documented in the City cash book that the City paid the City Marshal 
$83.50 for the “Hire of Laborers in removing Remains of Negroes to New Cemetery.” [Source: Record Series 5600CT-410 
City Treasurer – Cash Books, Volume 11, 1853-1856, page 243, March 15, 1855, Incidental Expenses. City of Savannah 
Municipal Archives.] 
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1855 April 3: “We learn from the Chairman of the Board of Health that the Marshal has nearly completed the removal of 
bodies from the Negro Cemetery and Potters Field. Much credit is due to those who have acted in this matter. The 
grounds are now quite clear and no longer present a picture of broken fences and stones, monuments more to the 
disgrace of the city, than to those whose virtues they were erected to record.” [Source: The Savannah Daily Georgian (3 
April 1855), page 2, column 2.] 
 
1855 April 12: The Savannah City Treasurer recorded in the City cash book that the City paid the City Marshal $152.00 
“for removing remains of Negroes from Old to New Cemetery,” as well as a second payment of $121.50 “for removing 
remains of Negroes from Old to New Cemetery.” [Source: Record Series 5600CT-410 City Treasurer – Cash Books, 
Volume 11, 1853-1856, page 257, April 12, 1855. City of Savannah Municipal Archives.] 
 
1855 October 31: In his annual report for the year ending October 31, 1855, Savannah Mayor Edward C. Anderson 
reported on the relocation of the “Negro Cemetery” to Laurel Grove Cemetery: 
 

“The rapid extension of the city southward, the dilapidated condition of the old negro cemetery, and the rude 
assaults of sacrilegious hands upon the repose of the dead, rendered it necessary to remove the remains of 
colored persons to the place appointed for their sepulture near the Laurel Grove Cemetery. This necessary work 
was attended with the small outlay of $722.75, which has also been charged under the incidental head.” 
[Source: Report of Edward C. Anderson, Mayor of the City of Savannah, for the year ending October 31st, 1855…. 
(Savannah, Ga.: Power Press of Geo. N. Nichols, 1855), page 7.] 
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Watkins, Robert and George Watkins, A digest of the laws of the state of Georgia From its first establishment as a British 
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Available online at: https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/ga_code/11. 
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Park and Tree Commission Records – Ordinances, Item 1. City of Savannah Municipal Archives.  
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“An Ordinance for enlarging the Cemetery or Public Burial Ground” (29 July 1789), page 2. Record Series 5600PC-34, 
Park and Tree Commission Records – Ordinances, Item 1. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
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“Burying ground for the negroes” outlined in red from survey published in Rules and Regulations for the government of 
the Church Wardens & Vestrymen of the Episcopal Church, in Savannah, called Christ Church…. Published by Order of the 
Vestry (Savannah: George N. Nichols, Printer, 1857), page 13. Available online through Hathi Trust at: 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100647691/Home.  
 
Notes: north is oriented at the bottom of the image; see following page for the 1770 Town Plan referenced by Claud 
Thompson. 
 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100647691/Home
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 “The Wharf Lots and Commons of Town of Savannah. Pursuant to an application made to me 6th February 1770, by a 
Committee of the House of Commons of this Province, I have caused a re-survey to be made of the ‘Strand’ the Wharf 
Lots and Common of the Town of Savannah under the direction of the said committee agreeable to the plan hereunder 
laid down by a scale of four chains to an inch to the plan of which re-survey and added a General Plan of the said town 
corrected…,” 1770 Tho. Shruder, Deputy Surveyor General (copy 1824; 1886 Benjamin Sturges). Record Series 3121-007, 
Engineering Department – General Maps, Item JJ-4. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the bottom of the image.  
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“Negro Cemetery” outlined in red from “The annexed plan is a true representation of a resurvey made by me in May 
1802 of a tract of land near the City of Savannah, known by the name of Fair Lawn, late the property of Col. Richard 
Wylly…,” 1805, drawn by John McKinnon. Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Rare Map Collection. Available 
online at: https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1805m2#metadata. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the bottom of the image. 
 

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1805m2#metadata
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“z” indicates “Negro Burying Ground” and is outlined in red from “Map of the City of Savannah,” circa 1812, copy of map 
drawn by Col. Mossman Houstoun. Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Rare Map Collection, Spec C MAP 1812? 
H6. Available online at: https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1812h6. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the top of the image. 
 
  

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1812h6
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“Negro B. Ground” outlined in red from “Plan of the City of Savannah in Chatham County, State of Georgia,” 1813. 
Original source unknown. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the bottom of the image. 
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“An Ordinance,” The Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (11 September 1810), page 2, column 1. 
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“An Ordinance,” The Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (3 July 1813), page 3, column 4. 
 

 
“Notice,” The Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (21 August 1813), page 1, column 4. 
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City Treasurer’s Report, The Republican and Savannah Evening Ledger (31 August 1813), page 2, column 2 
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“Negro B. Ground” outlined in red from “Plan of the City & Harbour of Savannah in Chatham County, State of Georgia, 
Taken in 1818,” drawn and published by I. Stouf, engraved by Hughes, Curzon & Co. Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library, Rare Map Collection. Available online at: https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1818s7. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the bottom of the image. 
 
 
 

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_hmap_hmap1818s7
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“An Ordinance,” Savannah Republican (22 September 1818), page 4, column 2 
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“An Ordinance,” Savannah Daily Republican (31 August 1819), page 3, column 3 
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“New Cemetery” outlined in red from “This Plan of the City of Savannah from actual survey is respectfully inscribed to 
the Honorable the Mayor, the Aldermen and Citizens by their most Obt. Servants McKinnon & Wright,” 1820. Record 
Series 3121-007, Engineering Department – General Maps, Item XA-29. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
 
Note: north is oriented at the top of the image.  
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“City Meeting,” Savannah Georgian (22 March 1823), page 1, column 2. 
 

 
“Notice,” Savannah Daily Republican (1 April 1823), page 2, column 5. 
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The Georgian (9 May 1828), page 2, column 1 
 

 
“Notice,” Savannah Republican (17 May 1828), page 3, column 1. 
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“Notice,” Savannah Republican (23 May 1828), page 1, column 6. 
 

 
“In Council, 22d August 1832,” Daily Savannah Republican (25 August 1832), page 2, column 3. 
 

 
The Georgian (25 August 1832), page 2, column 1. 
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The Daily Georgian (27 October 1838), page 2, column 3. 
 

 
The Weekly Georgian (2 January 1841), page 1, column 6. 
 

 
The Daily Georgian (6 January 1841), page 1, column 7 
 

 
The Daily Georgian (8 January 1841), page 1, column 7 
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Savannah Daily Republican (14 April 1841), page 2, column 3. 
 

 
“City Treasurer’s Office, Savannah, July 1st, 1841,” Savannah Daily Republican (15 July 1841), page 3, column 3. 
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Savannah Daily Republican (12 February 1844), page 2, column 4. 
 

 
“Proceedings of Council,” Savannah Daily Republican (4 May 1846), page 2, column 5. 
 

 
“Proceedings of Council,” Savannah Daily Republican (10 November 1849), page 2, column 3. 
 

 
“Proceedings of Council,” A Friend of the Family (19 January 1850), page 2, column 4. 
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“Proceedings of Council,” A Friend of the Family (30 November 1850), page 2, column 7. 
 

 
Wilson, Edward G., A Digest of All the Ordinances of the City of Savannah… which were of force on the 1st January, 
1858…. (Savannah: John M. Cooper & Co., 1858), page 71. 
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Wilson, Edward G., A Digest of All the Ordinances of the City of Savannah… which were of force on the 1st January, 
1858…. (Savannah: John M. Cooper & Co., 1858), page 72. 
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Savannah Daily Republican (14 February 1852), page 2, column 5. 
 

 
“Proposals,” Savannah Daily Republican (28 April 1852), page 2, column 7. 
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Henry, Charles S., A Digest of all the Ordinances of the City of Savannah which were of force on the 1st July 1854… 
(Savannah: Purse’s Print, 1854), page 45. 
 

 
Henry, Charles S., A Digest of all the Ordinances of the City of Savannah which were of force on the 1st July 1854… 
(Savannah: Purse’s Print, 1854), page 50. 
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“Proceedings of Council,” Daily Morning News (9 April 1853), page 1, column 2. 
 

 
Daily Morning News (7 May 1853), page 1, column 2. 
 

 
The Savannah Daily Georgian (9 June 1853), page 2, column 5. 
 

 
Daily Morning News (23 February 1855), page 2, column 2. 
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Outlined in red for March 15, 1855 “Paid City Marshall for Hire of Laborers in removing Remains of Negroes to New 
Cemetery “ 83.50.” Record Series 5600CT-410 City Treasurer – Cash Books, Volume 11, 1853-1856, page 243, March 15, 
1855, Incidental Expenses. City of Savannah Municipal Archives.  
 

 
The Savannah Daily Georgian (3 April 1855), page 2, column 2. 
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Outlined in red for April 12, 1855, “Paid City Marshall for removing remains of Negroes from Old to New Cemetery “ 
152.””; [ditto] 121.50.” Record Series 5600CT-410 City Treasurer – Cash Books, Volume 11, 1853-1856, page 257, April 
12, 1855. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
 

 
Report of Edward C. Anderson, Mayor of the City of Savannah, for the year ending October 31st, 1855…. (Savannah, Ga.: 
Power Press of Geo. N. Nichols, 1855), page 7.  
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“Mayors Annual Report, November 20, 1855,” Savannah Daily Republican (22 November 1855), page 2, Column 4. 
 

 
The Savannah Daily Republican (21 March 1856), page 2, column 4. 
 

 
“Proceedings of Council,” Daily Morning News (21 March 1856), page 2, column 3. 
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Calhoun and Wesley wards outlined in red from “Map of the City of Savannah,” published by John M. Cooper & Co., 
1856 (available online at: https://bostonraremaps.com/inventory/antebellum-savannah-published-locally/).  
 
Note: north is oriented at the top of the image. 
 

 
  

https://bostonraremaps.com/inventory/antebellum-savannah-published-locally/
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MAP OVERLAYS 
 
See attached maps



 

Savannah’s “Negro Burial Grounds” 
and “Strangers Burial Ground” 
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Savannah’s “Negro Burial Grounds” 
and “Strangers Burial Ground” 

 

CALHOUN & WHITEFIELD SQUARES GPR DATA 
 
In October 2020, the Municipal Archives asked Dan Elliott with The LAMAR Institute to review the Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR) survey that was conducted in Calhoun and Whitefield squares as part of the “Savannah Under Fire, 1779: 
Expanding the Boundaries” archaeological investigation for the National Park Service under the American Battlefield 
Protection Program for evidence of graves in the squares. The following is Mr. Elliott’s response to this request, followed 
by the attachments provided with that response. 
 
 
From: Dan Elliott <dantelliott@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2020 12:26 PM 
To: Luciana Spracher <LSpracher@Savannahga.Gov> 
Cc: Rita Elliott <ritafelliott@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: GPR in Calhoun and Whitefield Squares 
 
Luciana, 
 
I reviewed the three GPR survey blocks, Block V in Calhoun Square and Blocks W and X in Whitefield Square, with a 
specific eye for probable historic graves/cemetery. We were not searching there for historic graves in our ABPP 
battlefield survey project, plus I may have improved as a GPR data interpreter over the past decade of experience. As I 
noted in my discussion in LAMAR Institute Publication Series, Report Number 174, each of these blocks contain 
numerous utility lines. All three also contain numerous other strong radar reflections, and it is possible that some few of 
these may be historic graves. They do not jump out at me, however, and there are no obvious rows, or elongated 
"grave-sized" anomalies that are oriented to the cardinal directions (magnetic north or true north, rather than the town 
grid, which is offset for true north). I can say that these two squares (where I sampled with GPR) are not loaded with 
graves. At best there may be a few scattered graves, but the GPR evidence is muddy. The many utility lines obscure lots 
of subsurface radar reflections and some few graves may be "hiding" beneath these very strong radar reflections. So, to 
conclude, the GPR evidence does not totally discount the presence of any historic graves, but there are no organized 
rows, or likely family groupings, of graves in the areas that were examined. I have not done any GIS rubber-sheeting of 
the early town maps that show the black graveyard(s), but it sounds like you have compared their general locations to 
the modern maps already. As I recall the areas of the two squares that were not covered by GPR survey were obscured 
by shrubs or other obstacles to the passage of the GPR equipment. Otherwise we would have probably surveyed the 
entire square. I am attaching several images from GPR Blocks V, W and X, that are not in the Report 174, as well as few 
relevant pages extracted from the 2011 archaeology report. I made them into groups in pdf format for easy 
organizational purposes. If you need better maps, or more information, let me know. Oh, and I also did not see anything 
in my GPR data that resembled a mass grave, or areas where graves had been disinterred for relocation to Laurel Grove. 
Of course, I may be missing something really important (my caveat so that nobody sues me).  Should the City need a 
more thorough coverage of these two areas, including the streets, with GPR, I can be available. If I switch to a higher 
frequency antenna (800 MHz versus 500 MHz) and collect the data at closer/tighter intervals, such as 20 cm spaced 
transects versus 50 cm spaced ones, the images may be more revealing. Other remote sensing techniques also might be 
useful, although given the intense urban environment with all of the buried metal pipes and wires, etc., GPR is likely the 
best technique available. 
 
Be Best, 
Dan Elliott, 
The LAMAR Institute 
 

mailto:dantelliott@gmail.com
mailto:LSpracher@Savannahga.Gov
mailto:ritafelliott@gmail.com
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Block V Calhoun Square – 1  

 
 
Block V Calhoun Square – 2 
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Block V Calhoun Square – 3 

 
 
Block V Calhoun Square – 4 
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Block V Calhoun Square – 5 
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Block W Whitefield Square – 1  

 
 
Block W Whitefield Square – 2 
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Block W Whitefield Square – 3 

 
 
Block W Whitefield Square – 4 
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Block X Whitefield Square – 1  

 
 
Block X Whitefield Square – 2 
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Block X Whitefield Square – 3 

 
 
Block X Whitefield Square – 4 
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