
Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, July 6, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. 

 OPENING 
 Call to Order 

 Invocation   

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 

 FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Fiscal Year 2025 Audit Report: Kellan Shuford from Maulden and Jenkins will present the City’s 
Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for fiscal year 2025. 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Public Comment – City Council Agenda Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City has identified this portion of the meeting to allow individuals an opportunity to formally 
address the City Council on issues of importance.  Garden City requires that individuals who desire to formally 
address the City Council submit a written request form outlining the subject matter that they intend to discuss so 
that they can be placed on the meeting agenda.  Members of the public desiring to be placed on the agenda to 
present or address matters to the City Council must submit a formal “REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA” form to the Office of the City Manager at least 10 days prior to the requested City Council 
meeting date that you wish to speak.  City Council meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
so the request must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the Friday which constitutes 10 days prior.  The 
request can be done in person, regular mail, fax or e-mail and the speaker should obtain acknowledgement of the 
request from the City to demonstrate that the 10 day requirement has been met.  The request form may be 
obtained from the Office of the City Manager and on the City’s website www.gardencity-ga.gov.  The request 
should state the name of the individual(s) desiring to be heard and the subject matter to be presented to City 
Council.  Requests may be referred at the discretion of the City Manager, to appropriate staff for mediation prior 
to being placed on the public agenda.  Please be advised the completion of a request form does not entitle the 
speaker to be added to the agenda. 
 

                     

http://www.gardencity-ga.gov/


 
 
 

 RECEIPT OF INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
Procedure: To best manage this meeting section, any person who desires to address the City Council 
must sign up using the process outlined on the website where this meeting is advertised.  Once 
recognized by the Mayor, the person will be allowed to speak in accordance with the Informal Public 
Comment–Speaker Protocols outlined below.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
 Millage Rate: Receipt of public comment for Mayor and Council to tentatively set the ad valorem tax 

rate of Garden City for the fiscal year 2026. 
 
 Garden City 2040-2045 Comprehensive Plan Update: Receipt of public comment before final 

submission of the draft plan update to the Coastal Georgia Regional Commission and Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs for official review. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking to a Public Hearing Item Protocol 

In the interests of time and to ensure fairness of all persons who appear before the City Council to speak for or 
against a public hearing item, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes each to address City Council except as 
described herein.  One speaker for the Petitioner may address the City Council for no more than 10 minutes, 
unless extended by the Mayor.  In an effort help the City Council and the general public to better understand the 
issues, the Mayor may request that a City staff member address the City Council from the podium.  Speakers 
from the general public may only speak when recognized by the Mayor during the public hearing.  Speakers will 
be asked to come to the podium to address the City Council for three (3) minutes and they shall state their name 
and resident address for the record.   

Speakers addressing City Council on a public hearing item should coordinate comments to respect City Council’s 
time limits.  Groups should select a spokesperson to present the major points that summarize their position and 
opinions.  Speakers are urged to be brief and non-repetitive with their comments.  Comments shall specifically 
address the public hearing item before the City Council, and the speaker shall maintain appropriate tone and 
decorum when addressing the City Council.  City Council may ask questions of the applicant, speakers, or staff 
during these proceedings only for the purpose of clarifying information.  The speaker shall not direct derogatory 
comments to any individual, organization, or business.  At the conclusion of the three (3) minute time period, the 
speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed, and the next speaker will be recognized to come forward 
to the podium and address the City Council.  Once the public hearing is closed on an item, there will be no 
further opportunity for formal or informal public input at a City Council meeting. 
 



 
 

 

PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED ZONING DECISIONS BEFORE 
GARDEN CITY’S MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF  

CITY COUNCIL’S ZONING POWER 
 
Procedures for Conducting Public Hearings on Proposed Zoning Decisions: 
All public hearings conducted by the Mayor and Council on Garden City, Georgia, on proposed zoning decisions shall 
be conducted as follows: 

(1) All public hearings by the Mayor and Council on zoning amendments shall be chaired by the 
Mayor. 

(2) The Mayor shall open the hearing by stating the specific zoning amendment being considered 
at the public hearing and further stating that printed copies of the adopted standards 
governing the exercise of the Mayor and Council’s zoning power and the procedures 
governing the hearing are available to the public. 

(3) The Director of the City’s Planning and Zoning Department shall advise the Mayor and 
Council of the recommendation of the Planning Commission when applicable. 

(4) The Mayor shall determine the number of attendees who desire to testify or present evidence 
at the hearing. 

(5) When there is a large number of individuals wishing to testify at a hearing, the Mayor may 
invoke time limits on individual speakers.  In such cases, these time limits shall apply to all 
speakers.  Proponents, including the petitioner or the petitioner’s agent requesting the zoning 
decision, shall have no less than ten (10) minutes for the presentation of data, evidence, and 
expert opinions; opponents of the proposed decision shall have an equal minimum period of 
time.  The Mayor may grant additional time; provided, however, an equal period of time shall 
be granted both sides. 

(6) The petitioner requesting such zoning decision, or the applicant’s agent, shall be recognized 
first and shall be permitted to present and explain the request for the zoning decision.  
Thereafter, all individuals who so desire shall be permitted to speak in favor of the zoning 
decision. 

(7) After all individuals have had an opportunity to speak in accordance with subparagraph (6) 
above, those individuals present at the public hearing who wish to speak in opposition to the 
requested zoning decision shall have an opportunity to speak. 

(8) The Mayor may limit repetitious comments in the interest of time and may call for a show of 
hands of those persons present in favor of or opposed to the proposed decision. 

(9) It shall be the duty of the Mayor to maintain decorum and to assure the public hearing on the 
proposed decision is conducted in a fair and orderly manner. 

(10) Once all parties have concluded their testimony, the Mayor shall adjourn the public hearing. 
Standards Governing the Exercise of The Zoning Powers of Garden City’s Mayor and Council: 
Prior to making a zoning amendment, the Mayor and Council shall evaluate the merits of a proposed 
amendment according to the following criteria: 

(1) Is this request a logical extension of a zoning boundary which would improve the pattern of 
uses in the general area? 

(2) Is this spot zoning and generally unrelated to either existing zoning or the pattern of 
development of the area? 

(3) Could traffic created by the proposed use or other uses permissible under the zoning sought 
traverse established single-family neighborhoods on minor streets, leading to congestion, 
noise, and traffic hazards? 

(4) Will this request place irreversible limitations or cause material detriment on the area 
similarly zoned as it is or on future plans for it? 

(5) Is there an imminent need for the rezoning and is the property likely to be used for the use 
requested? 

(6) Would the proposed use precipitate similar requests which would generate or accelerate 
adverse land use changes in the zone or neighborhood? 

 



 Approval of City Council Minutes
 Consideration of the minutes from the June 15th Pre-Agenda Session and City Council meeting 

minutes.

 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

 Resolution - Comprehensive Plan Transmittal: A resolution of the City Council of Garden City, Georgia 
authorizing the transmission of the draft 2040-2045 Comprehensive Plan update to the Coastal Georgia 
Regional Commission and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for requisite review; and for 
other purposes.

 Resolution – Stewart Signs Procurement Agreement (New Recreation Complex): A resolution of the 
Mayor and Council authorizing the purchase of an of Atlas outdoor monument/LED digital sign from 
Stewart Signs for the new Garden City recreational complex; authorizing the expenditure of funds in 
an amount not to exceed $50,000 for the purchase and installation of the sign; amending the FY2026 
budget to appropriate funds from the SPLOST fund balance to cover the acquisition and 
installation cost of the sign; providing for an effective date; and for other lawful purposes.

 Resolution – City Manager 2nd Amendment Employment Agreement: A resolution by the Mayor and 
Council of Garden City, Georgia authorizing to execute the second amended employment agreement 
between the City and Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles setting forth the terms of Mrs. Ferrell-Bowles’ 
employment by the City as the City Manager.

 ADJOURN



          

 

 
FY2025 ANNUAL COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL REPORT PRESENTATION 
 
 Introduction 

o Maudlin & Jenkins Team 
o Materials Provided:  AD&A and Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 

 Overview of Government Wide Financial Statements 
o Total Assets:  $105.5 million (Includes $48.4 million in cash & investments) 
o Total Liabilities: $36.9 million  

 Total long-term debt has increased by approximately $339,000. 
 Net pension liability represents 67% funded ratio as compared  

to 67% and 59% for the prior two years 
o City Net Position:  $68.6 million 
o Total Revenues: $33.1 million.  Total Expenses: $28.0 million.  Net Income: $5.1 million  

 2025 General Fund Summary 
o Cash & Investments: $17.9 million.  Fund Balance: $17.1 million.   

 Equates to 15.6 months or 475 days of operational expenses  
and meets City Fund Balance Policy.   

o Total Revenues: $16.0 million.  Total Expenditures: $13.8 million.   
o Other Financing Uses and Special Item: $2.5 million. 
o Overall Net Decrease in Fund Balance: $315,000. 

 2025 Enterprise Fund Summaries 
o Water & Sewer Fund 

 Operating Revenues:  $4.9 million.  Operating Expenses:  $4.6 million 
 Year End Net Position: $18.8 million 

o Solid Waste Fund 
 Operating Revenues: $623,000.  Operating Expenses: $644,000 
 Year End Net Deficit: $10,000 

o Stormwater Fund 
 Operating Revenues: $1.1 million.  Operating Expenses: $1.4 million 
 Year End Net Position: $1.7 million 

o Fire Protection Fund 
 Operating Revenues: $1.8 million.  Operating Expenses: $4.7 million 
 Year End Net Position: $4.1 million 

 Auditor’s Comments  
o Mauldin & Jenkins has issued an unmodified audit report (i.e., “Clean Opinion).  
o Single audit – clean opinion on compliance (ARPA). 
o Required Communications under GAS 
o New and pending financial reporting standards 
o Free continuing education and tailor firm authored newsletters. 

 City Council Questions/Comments 



SYNOPSIS 
 

Pre-Agenda Session  
Monday, June 15, 2026 - 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
Call to Order: Mayor Campbell called the pre-agenda session to order at approximately 5:30pm and 
offered the prayer. 
 
Attendees: 
Council Members: Mayor Bruce Campbell, Mayor Pro Tem Gwyn Hall, Councilmember Michael 
Bruner, and Councilmember Chris Figiel. Absent: Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember 
Richard Lassiter, and Councilmember Debbie Ruiz. 
 
Staff Members: Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Joe Papp, 
Patrol Commander Captain; Cliff Ducey, Parks and Recreation Director; Carlos Navarez, Planning 
Director; Veronica Enoch, Governmental Affairs & Strategic Initiatives Director; Katie Draeger, 
Finance Director; and Tonya Roper, Clerk of Council.  
 
Mayor’s Updates 

Mayor Campbell announced his attendance at the Chatham Municipal Association meeting along 
with Councilmember Figiel and Governmental Affairs Director. This meeting was hosted by the City 
of Tybee. 

City Council Updates 

No updates. 

City Manager Updates  

The City Manager announced the CSX/ Big Hill Railroad Crossing timeline has been extended. The 
work scheduled to start on Wednesday, June 17th with completion on Tuesday, June 23rd.  An 
updated notice and posting will be put out.   
 
Millage Rate Update 
 
The City Manager informed Council of the information received from the County on Friday 
afternoon. The updated information was provided by the Finance Director. 
 
The Finance Director provided a copy of a resolution to tentatively set the Ad Valorem Tax rate. The 
Finance Director explained that the resolution allows staff to advertise and does not set the millage 
rate, which cannot be done until the public hearings are held. The resolution says where the city 
needs to be with our millage rate. The figures came in, and the rollback rate went up to 4.017 – the 
reassessments of property have gone down instead of up. Our digest increased slightly, and the 



rollback rate went up but based on the calculations of the digest Council can decide to tentatively 
adopt a rate of 7.581 mills which allows a break even for the budget. This is all for discussion when 
public hearings are held; the resolution only allows staff to advertise.   
 
The Finance Director informed Council that confirmation of dates for the public hearings are 
needed and a quorum is required. Those dates are Monday, July 6th at 10am and 6pm, which is a 
Council meeting day and Monday, July 13th at 4pm – workshop day with adoption consideration 
scheduled for the next Council meeting on June 20th. 
 
The City Manager confirmed Councilmember Figiel’s inquiry of the consideration being taken into 
account for inclusion of the new recreation center funds. Only the two recreation positions are on 
the agenda for consideration as a staffing level budget amendment.   
 
The Finance Director confirmed Councilmember Bruner’s inquiry regarding the salaries associated 
with the two recreation positions. The resolution included the approximate total salary for two new 
positions.  Both this and the legislative budget were also included as an amended budget with the 
calculation for the millage rate. 
 
The City Manager announced the information for this item was recently received and requires a 
vote to amend the agenda in order to add the resolution for consideration. 
 
The Finance Director reconfirmed that the consideration is for Staff to move forward with 
advertising based on where the budget falls.  
 
Upon discussion, The City Manager will send calendar invites for the public hearing dates.  
 
The City Manager provided an overview of the agenda. 
 
1. Public Hearings 

There are two public hearings for alcohol beverage license application. The first public hearing is for 
1727 Old Dean Forest Road with the second public hearing for 617 U.S. Highway 80.  

2. Approval of City Council Minutes 

Consideration of the minutes from the June 1st Pre-Agenda Session and City Council meeting 
minutes and the June 8th Workshop meeting minutes. 

3. Items for Consideration 
 
a. The FY2026 2nd Budget Amendment is a resolution to amend the general fund budget to 

fund the estimated expenditures for the newly created Government Affairs & Strategic 
Initiatives Department.   



b. The resolution to amend the staffing level is for the recreation department to add two new 
positions for the new recreation center complex. One position is an outreach coordinator, 
and the other position is a weekend facilities coordinator.  Both of the positions were 
estimated at $61,169 for an approximate total of $122,000. This will bring the recreation 
department staffing level from 9 to 11. 
 

c. The consideration of the amendment to the recreation department’s fee schedule is to 
approve the updated fees for FY2026. 
 

d. The amendment to the City Council meeting schedule for the summer schedule is to cancel 
the meetings on August 3rd and September 7th; the first Monday of the month. Meetings will 
be held on the 3rd Monday. Workshops are still to be held on their normal schedule. City 
Council meetings for the month of July are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Monday. 
 

e. The resolution for the data centers is to impose a 6-month temporary moratorium to allow 
City Staff, Planning Commission, and City Council sufficient time to review the impacts and 
consider amendments to the zoning ordinance. 
 

I. The City Manager confirmed Councilmember Hall’s inquiry of six months being an 
adequate timeframe to allow staff to research the impact of data centers. Staff has 
begun their research into data centers. The resolution has a duration period to allow 
for an extension 

 
f. The resolution to tentatively set the millage/ad valorem tax rate for advertisement of public 

hearings by Staff will occur after the amendment to the agenda.  
 

g. Consideration of the alcohol beverage license application for 1727 Old Dean Forest Road. 
 

h. Consideration of the alcohol beverage license application for 617 US Highway 80. 
 

i. Consideration to enter into an executive session for personnel matters. 
 

Briefing 

Councilmember Bruner expressed concern for the resolutions for FY2026 budget amendments. The 
budget amendments are continuing to occur after cuts to the initial budget – which has become a 
topic to increase the millage rate in order to cover these items. 

The City Manager clarified the amendment for the increase in staffing of the Parks and Recreation 
Department is for the new recreational complex. The budget amendment for the Governmental 
Affairs & Strategic Initiatives Department was discussed during the previous workshop. The increase 
in the millage rate is due to the loss of fire protection fees.  



Councilmember Bruner voiced that the items for department budget amendments were also added 
after the loss. There must be a stopping point, and it’s not possible to be in favor of these add-ons 
when budget cuts were initially discussed. The increase in the millage rate puts it back on the 
residents to cover the additional spending. Councilmember Bruner spoke about his understanding 
as the information was presented of there not being a large difference seen by residents in their 
expenses with the loss of the fire fee and a minimal increase of the millage rate; however, this 
causes a burden for anyone with multiple properties. Councilmember Bruner talked about the 
effects on District 1 of not seeing any benefits with the annexation of the area and the promises of 
infrastructure and fire department provided services. At that time, there were no taxes, no 
stormwater fees or fire fees. The recreation department is a huge operation expense that keeps 
increasing with no increase to what’s coming in. We must be good stewards in money 
management. 

Councilmember Figiel agreed and expressed that Mayor and Council must vote on higher priority 
issues such as drainage as opposed to décor.  

Councilmember Hall announced in order to provide the services to the citizens there must be 
funding; an increased millage rate helps in providing the needed funding for those services.  

The City Attorney explained that in order to extend these services to the annexed area, an even 
higher increase is needed as the current funding is still repairing what is currently broken. In order 
to extend water and sewer services to areas that don’t have these services, the city will need 
grants, or Mayor and Council will have to raise the millage rate more. The monies for the 
Governmental Affairs Department were existing in a budget but switched into a department in 
order to fund the activities of the Director. There must be funds placed into the recreation center 
complex to get it going – the goal is to not make money off of the recreation center. The center will 
be one of the city’s most valuable assets. The complex must be adequately equipped; the only way 
to accomplish this is through budget amendments.  

Councilmember Bruner talked about rates going down this year; however, over the past five to six 
years, property values have increased as much as 30 – 40% and taxes are going up for what owners 
are paying out whether the millage rate increases or decreases. If value goes up, all taxes go up.  

Councilmember Hall provided clarification of the annexation done under Mayor Quinney. As a part 
of the committee, Councilmember Hall recalled the uncertainty of the availability of water and 
sewer in the area as it was unable to predict when the infrastructure improvement would occur.  

The City Manager confirmed Councilmember Hall’s inquiry that the city is looking at the possibilities 
for services in the annexed areas. 

The Finance Director explained that funding for these services is in a holding pattern due to the 
water treatment project. It would be exceedingly expensive as access requires a pathway under I16 
and serviced through Savannah – which has capacity limitations on the acceptance of increases 
from what is currently being provided. The process also includes cost analysis for providing service 



which involves high rates to recoup costs for acquiring the bonds. The acreage between each 
property structure in the annexed area is a cost factor with the consideration of providing metering 
stations which potentially cost approximately $1M for each station install.  

Councilmember Bruner expressed his understanding of the infrastructure of water/sewer services 
not being cost effective at this time; however, the concern is asking for more money and not 
providing the services. When this area was annexed, it was originally presented with no taxes and 
better service. 

The City Attorney talked about LHOST, which is the Local Homestead Option Sales Tax. This is to be 
brought before the Legislature to give tax relief to homestead properties. It is a 1% sales tax and if 
passed, it’s a local act and if a municipality chooses to participate, it will require a local referendum.  

Adjournment: Given no other items to discuss, the Mayor and City Council adjourned the pre-
agenda session at approximately 5:51pm 

 
Transcribed & submitted by: The Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by: The City Council 7-6-26 
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M I N U T E S 
 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, June 15, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
Call to Order: Mayor Campbell called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 
 
Opening: Councilmember Hall gave the invocation, and Mayor Campbell led the City Council in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Roll Call 
City Council Members: Mayor Bruce Campbell, Mayor Pro Tem Gwyn Hall, Councilmember Bruner, 
Councilmember Figiel, Councilmember Richard Lasster.  Absent: Councilmember Natalyn Morris and 
Councilmember Debbie Ruiz. 
 
Staff Members: Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Gil Ballard, 
Police Chief; Cliff Ducey, Parks and Recreation Director; Veronica Enoch, Governmental Affairs & 
Strategic Initiatives Director; Tonya Roper, Clerk of Council; and Kyle Thomas, IT Tech.  
 
Motion to Amend Agenda: Mayor Campbell called for a motion to amend the agenda for 
consideration of a resolution to tentatively set a millage rage and authorize staff to move forward 
with advertising for public hearings in accordance with Georgia law. 
 
Councilmember Hall made a motion to amend the agenda due to a time-sensitive matter 
consideration of the resolution of the ad valorem tax rate for the advertisement of public hearings. 
Councilmember Lassiter seconded the motion. With no questions on the motion, Mayor Campbell 
asked the City Manager for further clarification. 
 
The City Manager stated the amendment to the agenda is a time-sensitive matter for staff to start 
the advertising for the millage rate for an increase; the resolution sets a tentative millage rate so that 
we can advertise now. 
 
The motion to amend the agenda passes with all voting in favor of the motion. 
 
Informal Public Comment: Jeffrey Beauvais, a resident of Savannah representing 100 Miles – a 
environmental non-profit. Mr. Beauvais said he wants to thank Council for taking the initiative to add 
the data center moratorium to the agenda. I hope the resolution will pass and I encourage you to do 
so as data centers are complex and an emerging industrial land use. They have significant impacts on 
our natural resources and quality of life for neighboring residents. Data centers are not more benign 
than other industrial land uses and they are not an abstract possibility in this region anymore.  
 
Mr. Beauvais continued by saying the city of Kingsland received the first fully-fledged application for 
a data center on the Georgia coast which led to a moratorium from the city. Developers are eyeing 
our region for this industry and it’s critical that local governments act now. It is encouraging to see 
City Council take this cautious approach and recognize that pressing pause is the best move for this 
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city. Bulloch County and Camden County have also passed moratoriums. There are over a dozen other 
local city and county governments that have done moratoriums or have had them in place while they 
took the time to develop a strong ordinance. Nearly all of the moratorium votes have been 
unanimous approvals; and I am not aware of a single local government that has failed to pass a 
moratorium when it was on their agenda. Passing this is the first step and there is no doubt that 
Council and Staff will do an excellent job researching the impacts of data centers and how other local 
governments have addressed them.  
 
Mr. Beauvais finished by saying we at 100 Miles have also been working on this issue. I have copies 
of a sample ordinance that we have written in conjunction with other partners. I am not asking you 
to adopt this ordinance as written – it is simply a conversation starter and a list of things that we have 
identified that would be useful to think about as you go about the process of drafting an ordinance. I 
would strongly encourage the City Council to receive feedback from the residents as data centers are 
a topic of real focus and concern among Georgia residents; if advertised, you would receive a lot of 
feedback from the people who live here. Thank you for taking a proactive step with the moratorium 
– it demonstrates leadership and you are the first government in Chatham County to pass a 
moratorium and it sends a signal to your residents that Council is taking this seriously. Establishing a 
mechanism to meaningfully incorporate resident feedback can only approve the final ordinance and 
ensure that Garden City remains the place that residents envision.  
 
Given no comments, Mayor Campbell closed this section for informal public comment. 
 
Public Hearings: 
Alcoholic Beverage License Application (1727 Old Dean Forest Road):  Receipt of public comment 
on an alcoholic beverage license application made by Siddhi Kodal to sell wines, beer, and/or malt 
beverages at Siddhi Shell, (D/B/A Mosaic Shell) 1727 Old Dean Forest Road, Garden City, Georgia. 

Mayor Campbell confirmed staff’s approval of the application with Chief Ballard. 

Mayor Campbell opened the floor to those wishing to speak for or against the request. Given no 
comments, Mayor Campbell closed the public hearing. 

Alcoholic Beverage License Application (617 US Highway 80): Receipt of public comment on an 
alcoholic beverage license application made by Oscar Armando Rodriguez at Tienda La Tamaulipeca, 
LLC, 617 US Highway 80, Garden City, Georgia. 
 
Mayor Campbell confirmed staff’s confirmation of the application with Chief Ballard. 
 
Mayor Campbell opened the floor to those wishing to speak for or against the request. Given no 
comments, Mayor Campbell closed the public hearing. 

City Council Minutes: Councilmember Lassiter made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 1st 
Pre-Agenda Session and City Council meeting minutes and the June 8th Workshop meeting minutes. 
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hall and passed with all voting in favor of the motion. 
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Items for Consideration: 
Resolution – FY2026 2nd Budget Amendment: The Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution 
to amend the FY2026 General Operating Fund budget; to adjust for the creation of the new 
Governmental Affairs and Strategic Initiatives Department expenditures within the General Fund 
budget; to adjust for the differences between the originally adopted and presently projected 
revenues and expenditures for certain various line items in the city’s General Fund budget. 

The City Manager stated the resolution is to amend the General Fund budget to fund the estimated 
expenditures for the newly created Governmental Affairs Department. 

Councilmember Hall made a motion to approve the resolution. Councilmember Lassiter seconded the 
motion; the motion passes with Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Lassiter, Councilmember Figiel, 
and Mayor Campbell voting in favor of the motion. Councilmember Bruner voted in opposition of the 
motion. 

Resolution – FY2026 Staffing Level Budget Amendment (Recreation Department): The Clerk of 
Council read the heading of a resolution of the Mayor and Council for Garden City to amend the 
FY2026 adopted budget staffing level of the Parks and Recreation Department within the General 
Fund to add two (2) new positions. 

The City Manager stated the resolution is to amend the staffing level for the Recreation Department. 
It is to add an outreach coordinator position and one (1) weekend facility coordinator. These are full-
time positions, and it will bring the staffing level for the Recreation Department to eleven (11).  

Councilmember Hall made a motion to approve the resolution. With no second on the motion, Mayor 
Campbell announced the motion fails. 

FY2026 Fee Schedule Amendment (Recreation Department): The Clerk of Council announced the 
consideration by the Mayor and Council is to approve the updated schedule of fees for the Parks and 
Recreation Department.  

The City Manager stated the fee schedule amendment is to update the fee schedule for the new 
recreation complex.  

Councilmember Hall made a motion to approve the FY2026 Fee Schedule Amendment for the 
Recreation Department. Councilmember Bruner seconded the motion. The motion passes by 
majority with Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Bruner, and Mayor Campbell voting in favor of 
the motion. Councilmember Figiel and Councilmember Lassiter voted in opposition.  

Resolution – Amendment to City Council Meeting Schedule: The Clerk of Council read the heading 
of a resolution to amend the regular meeting schedule of the Garden City Council; for the period of 
August 1, 2026, through September 30, 2026.  

The City Manager stated the resolution is to cancel the August 3rd and September 7th Council 
meetings. Council will only hold a meeting on the third Monday of the month during the summer 
schedule and workshops will still be held as usual. 
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Councilmember Lassiter asked the City Manager to explain why the schedule changed. 

The City Manager replied that the City will need to hold the July meeting for items including property 
tax – this is why the July 6th meeting is not in the amendment. 

Councilmember Bruner made a motion to approve the resolution. Councilmember Figiel seconded 
the motion. The motion passes with all voting in favor of the motion. 

Resolution – Data Centers Moratorium: The Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution of the 
Mayor and Council of Garden City to impose a temporary, six-month moratorium on the acceptance 
of applications and the issuance of permits, licenses, or approvals for the establishment, construction, 
or operation of Data Centers within the corporate limits of Garden City; providing for an effective 
date; providing for exemptions; and for other lawful purposes.  

The City Manager stated the resolution will allow City Staff, Planning Commission, and City Council 
sufficient time to review the impacts and consider amendments to the zoning ordinance. 

Councilmember Bruner made a motion to approve the resolution to impose a temporary six-month 
data centers moratorium. Councilmember Hall seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed 
with all voting in favor of the motion. 

Resolution – Ad Valorem Tax Rate:  The Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution of the 
Mayor and Council of Garden City, to tentatively set the ad valorem tax rate of Garden city for Fiscal 
Year 2026, and for other purposes. 

The City Manager stated this is to set a tentative Ad Valorem rate and to allow staff to advertise and 
for City Council to study the increase.  

Councilmember Hall made a motion to approve the resolution. Councilmember Figiel seconded the 
motion. The motion passes with all voting in favor of the motion.  

Alcoholic Beverage License Application: The Clerk of Council announced the consideration by Mayor 
and Council of an alcoholic beverage license application made by Siddhi Kodal to sell wines, beer, 
and/or malt beverages at Siddhi Shell, (D/B/A Mosaic Shell) 1727 Old Dean Forest Road, Garden City, 
Georgia.  

Councilmember Lassiter made a motion to approve the alcoholic beverage license application. The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Bruner. A vote is taken and passed with all voting in favor 
of the motion. 

Alcoholic Beverage License Application: The Clerk of Council announced the consideration by Mayor 
and Council of an alcoholic beverage license application made by Oscar Armando Rodriguez at Tienda 
La Tamaulipeca, LLC, 617 US Highway 80, Garden City, Georgia. 

Councilmember Bruner made a motion to approve the alcoholic beverage license application. The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Figiel. The motion passes with all voting in favor of the 
motion. 
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Executive Session – Personnel Matter: Mayor Campbell called for a motion to enter an executive 
session for personnel matters.  

Councilmember Bruner made a motion to enter executive session. Councilmember Lassiter seconded 
the motion. The motion passes with all voting in favor of the motion. 

Mayor Campbell stated no voting occurred during the executive session and called for a motion to 
close the executive session. Councilmember Hall made a motion to close the executive session. The 
motion is seconded by Councilmember Bruner and passes without opposition. 

Adjournment: Councilmember Hall made a motion to adjourn at approximately 7:02pm. The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Bruner and passed without opposition. 
 

Transcribed & submitted by: The Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by: The City Council on 7-06-26 
 



GARDEN CITY, GEORGIA AFFIDAVIT AS TO OPEN MEETING LAW

The undersigned Mayor, under oath, certifies that at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of Garden City Georgia,

held on the date identified below being the date of this document, the Mayor and Council closed their meeting as

permittedbytheChapter14ofTitle50oftheGeorgiaCodeandpursuanttoadvicebytheCityAttorney. Theonly
matters considered or discussed during the closed session or executive session of the meeting is as checked below:

This Affidavit is executed for the purpose of complying with the mandate of O.C.G.A 50-14-4(b) and is to be filed
with the official minutes of the aforementioned meeting.

rhis the [5th 0., " Mayor, City of Garden City, Georgia
Sworn to and subscribed before
above indicated

Pu State
Commission expires

(Although the same is not mandatory, the following participants concur with the accuracy of this Affidavit.)

Check

v
Subiect Matter As provided in

O.C.G.A. Section

Meeting to discuss or vote to authorize the settlement of a matter covered by the attorney-

client privilege. The subject discussed was
(identify the cose or cloim discussed, but not the substonce of the attorney-client discussion)

s0-14-2 (1)

s0-14-3 (bx1xA)

Meeting to discuss or vote to authorize negotiations to purchase, dispose of or lease property s0-14-3(bx1xB)

Meeting to discuss or vote to authorize the ordering of an appraisal related to the acquisition

or disposal of real estate.

s0-14-3(bx1xc)

Meeting to discuss or vote to enter into a contract to purchase, dispose of, or lease property

subject to approval in a subsequent public vote.
s0-14-3(bx1xD)

Meeting to discuss or vote to enter into an option to purchase, dispose of, or lease real estate

subject to approval in a subsequent public vote.
s0-14-3(bx1)(E)

v Meeting to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring,

disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee.
s0-14-3(bx2)

Meeting to interview one or more applicants for the position of executive head of an agency s0-14-3(b)(2)

Pursuant to the attorney-client privilege, a meeting otherwise required to be open was closed

to the public in order to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential

litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or

to be brought by or against the agency or any officer or employee or in which the agency or

any officer or employee may be directly involved, and the matter discussed was

(identify the matter but not the substonce of the discussion)

so-r4-2(1)

Staff meeting held for investigative purposes under duties or responsibilities imposed by law s0-14-3(aX1)

Meeting to consider records or portions of records exempt from public inspection or
disclosure because there are no reasonable means to consider the record without disclosing

the exempt portions.

Article 4,

Chapter 18

of Title 50

Comm. Exp.
o7t21t28
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