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On Wednesday, 8/14/25, around 2123 hours, | Officer Kareem responded to 1315 Chatham Avenue to assist
the United States Coast Guard in locating a shining light that appeared to be an SOS according to dispatch.
While en route, Dispatch advised that the light was seen closer to the sandbar. Upon arrival at the sand bar
near 19th Street, we were unable to locate the light. | was advised by Cpl Jung to launch the drone from Aj’s in
order to locate what the Coast Guard was reporting. While en route and checking Inlet Avenue, | was asked by
Lt Dicus if | was enroute to Aj’s, and | confirmed | was headed there.

Upon arrival, | deployed Air 2 in the parking lot. | conducted a preflight check and made sure no one was near
the drone, took the gimbal camera cover off, and ensured arm sleeves were tightened. | then took off with the
drone and ensured it was not near the power lines near the parking lot entrance facing Chatham Avenue. After
clearing the parking lot and while keeping the UAS within visual line of sight, | looked through the gimbal
camera to attempt to locate Lt Dicus, who was observing a boat that had a flashing light and was not sure if
they were in distress. While attempting to reach him with the drone, | heard something collide with the drone.
| observed the drone spinning uncontrollably and later fell on the side fence of_. [
advised Lt Dicus of the incident, but since he was unable to leave because he had a line of sight on the boat, he
dispatched Cpl Jung to assist in the matter.

Lt Dicus earlier did advise to launch the drone from Alley 3 in order not to bother the employees with our
operation, however, since | was on scene speaking with the employees who were advising me of the complaint
that was made to the Coast Guard, along with there being very few vehicles there, and with it being a parking
lot with only one entrance that can be controlled and prevent vehicles or anyone from interfering with the
drone during take off or landing, It seemed like a reasonable launch area at the time.

NARRATIVE

Upon Cpl Jung’s Arrival, the homeowner of_ walked outside, picked up the drone, and
returned it to us. He was also able to retrieve the gimbal camera that broke off sometime during the crash. He
later opened his side gate to allow us to inspect the area and retrieve any broken pieces from the drone. |
asked him if any damage was done to his fence, and he stated no, since it was a concrete wall. After bringing all
the parts and placing it in the back of my patrol vehicle, | replaced the gimbal camera cover on the lenses to
prevent any further damage to the part. Both the drone and the controller were powered off shortly after
retrieval from the homeowner.

| later went to the crash scene for a follow-up and observed the area from which the drone took off and its
flight path. | observed 2 tall trees that were on the farther side of_ and noted they stood
taller than the house. Due to how high up the trees were, along with the street lamp that only illuminated the
parking lot and Chatham Ave. Those factors assisted in obscuring the tree branches that may have collided with
the drone.

BW(C active for post-crash, and pictures were taken of all contributing factors.
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Officer Name / Badge: JUNG, ZACHARY / Entry Date / Time: 08/15/2025 93:03

On August 14, 2025 at approximately 2123 hours officers responded to the beach area between the sand bar and
Al restaurant, 1315 Chatham Avenue in reference to a possible person in distress. Dispatch advised that the Coast
Guard has call in reference to a light flickering consistently out in the distant near the between the sandbar and
Als and it could possible be someone trying to use Morse Code with a flash light from a boat or Little Tybee. At
that time being the south end assigned unit | notified dispatch that | was enroute and had Officer Kareem go by
the PD to pick up a drone in case we can confirm someone in distress. While enroute dispatch updated area to be
around the sandbar and little Tybee area, so | notified dispatch that | would on the beach crossing at 19" and
beach crossover. While driving on the beach | noticed a group, possibly a family that walked all the way out to
where to can almost walk on the sand bar, they had a small flashlight like could be the flashing light in the
distance. | assumed once they saw me they decided not walk any further as they turned around and began
walking back towards the crossovers. At that time, | had my cruise, alleys, and take down lights all on so | was
easily visible. After the group left the beach, | was unable to see any other light on the beach or any the distances.

Lt. Dicus and Ofc Kareem eventually arrived as well. | spoke to them about what | saw and asked Ofc Kareem to
check out near AJs and to set up the drone if he saw anything since that is where the initial caller reported. Both
of them went further north toward alley 3 and Als just to make sure. | remained near the sandbar for a little while
longer until dispatch notifies officers of a reckless motorcycles coming onto the island. At that that | return back
on to the street from Inlet Avenue. While driving down Chatham Avenue | noticed a flickering light as | past Alley
3. I pulled onto Alley 3 where Lt. Dicus was. He tells me to cut my headlight as | approached seeing a sailboat with
a flicking light at the top of it. After speaking with Lt. Dicus for a moment, | returned back in service to look for
the motorcycles when Lt. Dicus radioed to me to go to Ajs restaurant in reference to an accident.

Upon arrival | made contact with Ofc Kareem, who explained that something had hit the drone or he had hit
something, he was unsure. At that time, | activated my body worn camera, as we walked over to the neighboring
house,_ and made contact with the homeowner. The homeowner stated he did not see
what happened but heard the “bang” from when it crashed as he began handing the drone and scattered parts of
the drone of to Ofc Kareem and I. After collecting the scatter pieces of the drone and examining the area, |
returned to the PD to retrieve the flight data. A video copy of the flight data was made and uploaded to Axon.

The flight data shows the drone was at height 105 ft, Horizontal speed 16. Mph, Vertical Speed 1.8mph at the time
of the incident.

After examining the damage at the PD, it appears the damage was cause primarily from the altitude exceeding
100ft then going straight down into the cement wall that it crash-landed into.

There is several power lines and palm tree in the area and would suggest further examination of the area in the
daytime to better determine the cause of the accident.

Nothing further at this time.
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